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Continued from last month.
attribut-
The Lumber Industry on
Penobscot Waters
1539,
ed to a man by 
name of Par- 
mentier claims 
that the dis­
coverer of the 
Penobscot 
River was Verrazano, who took pos­
session of the river and the surround­
ing country in the name of Francis 
I., King of France. In this paper the 
name Norumbega first appears. The 
author says that it was the name that 
the natives applied to the country. 
He adds, “Up the said river, fifteen 
leagues, there is a town which is 
called Norumbega and there is in it 
a good people and they have many 
peltries of many kinds of furs.” It is 
to Samuel Champlain, however, that 
we are indebted for the first accurate 
account of the coast and its people. 
In the year 1604 he explored the bay 
and ascended the river as far as the 
City of Bangor. A tablet set up by 
the Knights of Columbus at the mouth 
of the Kenduskeag River marks his 
supposed landing place. So far as 
the location of Norumbega is con­
cerned, it is the one spot on the North 
Atlantic coast about which the early 
map makers are all agreed.
An account of the third voyage of 
Master Henry Hudson, written by 
Robert Juet of Lime House, dated 
July 13th, 1609 gives the following 
account of a visit to the mouth of the 
Penobscot River: “Faire weather, wee 
went into a very good harbour and 
rode hard by the shoare in foure 
fathoms water. The river runneth up 
a good way, but there is but two 
fathoms hard by us. Wee went on 
shoare and cut us a fore mast, then 
at noone wee came aboord again.” 
The writer mentions that they took 
twentie great codds with two hooks, 
and that they picked forty lobsters 
from the shallow water along the 
shore.
There are several reasons why Pen­
obscot Bay was so late in being 
settled. In the first place the land 
titles were in dispute and repeatedly 
changed hands. None of the early
Conventional portrait of Samuel Champlain 
proprietors made any effort to settle 
the territory, they were interested in 
it only for the trade rights in furs 
and for the military value of its 
strategic points. In the next place 
CHAMPLAIN MEMORIAL
settlers were a long time in getting 
over the unfavorable impressions 
from stories told of the long severe 
winters and the fogs of summer. An 
early Massachusetts Bay Colony writ­
er gives us an example of the notions 
which were held in that early time 
when he says ,“When Penobscot River 
is mentioned we shudder at our re­
membrance of its acrid blasts that 
have swept over us from that quarter, 
and imagine the scenery forth-drest in 
the drapery so well described by the 
captain of a Penobscot whaler,—a fog 
so thick that having driven his jack­
knife into it on the eve of his de­
parture for the Pacific, he found it 
sticking in the same spot on his re­
turn from a three years’ cruise.” This 
was sure to get a laugh for the story­
teller and the impression of this fog­
bound coast was sure to stick the 
firmer in the minds of prospective 
settlers. Probably the most important 
reason of all was in the fact that the 
bay and river were undefended from 
the Indian attacks. The Indians, ever 
the allies of the French, in their ex­
peditions from Canada against the 
English settlers to the west used the 
Penobscot River as an easy means of 
travel. It was not an inviting land 
in which to settle during the Indian 
wars.
Page Two An effort made for the happiness of others lifts us above ourselves.—Child.
The Penobscot Bay was opened up to 
settlers, who were the first lumbermen 
on Penobscot waters, in the following 
manner. On March 13, 1630, a grant 
of land was made by the Council for 
New England to two Englishmen, 
Thomas Leverett and John Beau­
champ. The boundaries of the grant 
are of sufficient interest to be includ­
ed in even so short a sketch as this. 
It included “all the singular those 
lands, tenements hereditaments what­
soever, with the appurtenances there­
of, in New England aforesaid, which 
are situate, lying and being within 
or between a place commonly called 
or known by the name of Musron- 
gruss, toward the south, or southwest 
and a straight line extending from 
thence directly ten leagues up into the 
mainland and continent thence toward 
the great sea commonly called the 
south sea, and the utmost limits of 
the space of ten leagues * * * on the 
north and northeast of a river in 
New England aforesaid, commonly 
called Penobscot, towards the north 
and northwest and the great sea 
commonly called the western ocean, 
towards the east, and a straight and 
direct line extending from the most 
western part and point of said 
straight line which extends from 
Mecongross aforesaid towards the 
south sea to the uttermost northern 
limits of the said ten leagues on the 
north side of said river of Penobscot 
towards the west * * * together with 
all islands that lie and be within the 
space of three miles of the said lands, 
premises or any of them.” It is al­
most needless to say that the lands 
within this grant were never fully 
located. In 1785 a committee was ap­
pointed by the General Court of 
Massachusetts to locate this grant, 
and they reported back that this was 
“a description, the true intent and 
meaning whereof your committee find 
it extremely difficult to determine.” 
Beauchamp and Leverett never made 
any use of this grant, althought “The 
Linconshire Company and Twenty As­
sociates” were organized to direct its 
affairs. In the early days it was 
known as the Muscongus Patent. In 
later years it became known as the 
Waldo Patent from the fact that Gen. 
Samuel Waldo became the proprietor. 
Gen. Waldo appears to have made 
good his claims to the grant about the 
year 1730 and immediately set about 
the settlement of his claim. He plant­
ed the settlement on the lower Pen­
obscot Bay and called it George’s 
Plantation, the outlines embraced the 
present towns of Warren, Thomaston, 
South Thomaston, Cushing, Camden 
and the City of Rockland. Land was 
comprehended within large gestures 
in those days. Here was undertaken 
the first real lumbering upon the 
Penobscot Bay. As early as 1720 a 
double saw mill was built on Mill 
Creek (so called because of the saw 
mill) which is a tributary of St. 
George’s River. This was burned by
GENERAL
the Indians in 1722. One of the best 
descriptions that we have of this 
territory has been given by one of 
these early observers, he says that the 
land was covered by a heavy growth 
of timber, pine, oak, ash, elm and 
hemlock. The higher ground was 
covered by beech, birch and maple.
The actual accounts which we have 
of the lumber industry in those early 
settlements are meagre indeed. The 
story must be gathered from a mass of 
detailed history of Indian wars, revo­
lution, political and social history. In 
1736, Gen. Waldo was in trouble with 
the Indians who took their complaint 
to the General Court. From the Court 
records we have the story that the 
Indians were enraged because Waldo 
was disregarding what they under­
stood to be an agreement against 
clearing land up the river. The dam 
injured their fish runs. They object­
ed to the mill already erected, and 
yet there was a proposal to build a
WALDO
• 
dam and saw mill still farther up, 
land already having been cleared for 
the purpose. The General went on 
with the project, but the Indians 
burned both mills, at just what date it 
is not possible to say. Probably not 
until they had been in operation for 
some time for they were rebuilt in 
1762.
From 1735 to 1740, the General 
was busy with the development of his 
Plantation. One comment that ap­
pears is to the effect that “Other per­
sons were employed here by Mr. 
Waldo either in manufacturing of 
lime, the cutting of timber and work­
ing in the saw mill or in building a 
grist mill.” In 1745 a saw mill, built 
five years earlier was burned by the 
Indians. It would appear that the 
Plantation was all but destroyed by 
the Indians about this time, for there 
is a statement, under the date of 
1749, which says that the saw mills 
(Continued on Page Five)
Beauty itself is but the sensible image of the infinite.—Bancroft. Page Three
The finest tribute we can pay 
Unto our hero dead to day, 
Is not a rose wreath, white and red, 
In memory of the blood they shed; 
It is to stand beside each mound, 
Each couch of consecrated ground, 
And pledge ourselves as warriors true 
Unto the work they died to do.
Into God's valleys where they lie 
At rest, beneath the open sky, 
Triumphant now o'er every foe, 
As living tributes let us go.
No wreath of rose or immortelles 
Or spoken word or tolling bells 
Will do today, unless we give 
Our pledge that liberty shall live.
Our hearts must be the roses red 
We place above our hero dead;
Today beside their graves we must 
Renew allegiance to their trust;
Must bare our heads and humble say 
We hold the flag as dear as they,
And stand, as once they stood, to die 
To keep the Stars and Stripes on high.
The finest tribute we can pay 
Unto our hero head today 
Is not of speech or roses red, 
But living, throbbing hearts instead, 
That shall renew the pledge they sealed 
With death upon the battle field;
That freedom's flag shall bear no stain 
And free men wear no tyrant's chain.
—Edgar A. Guest in Just Folks.
Memorial Day
Our Golden Future
“If I had my life to live over, today 
is the time I would start,” said 
Charles M. Schwab, the steel mag­
nate, in a recent speech.
“America is on the threshold of 
almost unbelievable prosperity,” con­
tinued Mr. Schwab. “We had a busi­
ness spree and have experienced the 
cold gray dawn of the morning after. 
We had to pay and we paid. We are 
on the eve of greatest development. 
However wild may be your business 
dreams of the future, I will wager 
they will not be as wild as the realiz­




Mabie—Do you know what causes 
the wrinkles on the lake in the winter?
Jennie—No, do you mean the 
pyramid ice formation across the 
lake?
Mabie—Well, you know in the early 
winter the wind blows so strong that 
the waters freeze tight while 3 to 5 
feet above the surface of the lake.
Jennie—Believe me, I’ve seen it on 
cold Friday so cold that when one 
would throw a dipper of water up 
into the air it would immediately 
freeze into icecyles before reaching 
the ground.
Fred (who had been listening in)— 
Yes! and when one would expectorate 
the ice ball would rebound and strike 
you in the face.
We must continue to accept re­
sponsibilities ; we must continue to 
make sacrifices. Under all the laws 
of God and man there is no other 
way.—President Coolidge.
A Little Song of Life
Glad that I live am I;
That the sky is blue;
Glad for the country lanes, 
And the fall of dew.
After the sun the rain,
After the rain the sun;
This is the way of life
Till the work be done.
All that we need to do, 
Be we low or high, 
Is to see that we grow 
Nearer the sky.
—Lizette Woodworth Reese 
in High Tide Poems.
“Well, how is your son getting 
along with his studies to be a doctor?” 
“Thank you for asking, my friend; 
he can already cure very small chil­
dren.”—Strix (Stockholm).
Page Four And he returned a friend who came a foe.—Pope.
MAJOR-GENERAL HENRY KNOX. From Painting by Stuart
Continued from page 3
and log houses which were burned by 
Indians were restored on that date. 
Under date of 1753 is a note to the 
effect that William Watson came to 
Thomaston and carried on a success­
ful business in lumbering, farming 
and coasting. Some boys in 1755 are 
mentioned as having been killed by 
the Indians while making staves. A 
rather curious contract is found, dat­
ing somewhere about this time be­
tween the heirs of General Waldo, 
who died in 1759, and Mr. S. Ander­
son, who had recently come from 
Warren, whereby Mr. Anderson was 
to rebuild and operate the saw mills 
at Mill River. He was to have the 
use of the mills for a period of seven 
years. He was also to have the 
privilege of cutting timber from any 
of the lands of the proprietors and 
was to have two thirds of the finished 
lumber. In case he manufactured 
lumber cut from any other lands he 
was to have one-fourth for himself.
It appears that the Waldo heirs 
were selling lands to settlers in con­
siderable quantity by 1765, for about 
that time David Fales, a man for 
many years prominent in the affairs 
of the community came to the Planta­
tion as a surveyor for the heirs. 
Under date of 1769, it is stated that 
Elish Snow came to Thomaston from 
Harpswell and settled upon a claim 
which was later enlarged to about 
1750 acres upon which he erected saw 
THE MOLYNEAUX DAM ON MEGUNTICOOK LAKE
mills and engaged extensively in the 
lumber business. He also operated a 
ship building business.
In the first lumber operations it 
was the rule to cut nothing which 
would not occupy the entire embrace 
of two men on opposite sides of the 
tree with arms extended toward each 
other. When the land became devas­
tated of the heavier growth the rule 
came to be that nothing was to be cut 
smaller than that which would occupy 
the embrace of a single man. It is in­
teresting to note that there was an 
opinion that that forest which was 
found by the early settlers was pre- 
ceeded by another growth of a differ­
ent kind of wood that had given place 
for some reason to the pine, fir and 
spruce. The opinion is founded upon 
the fact that there were found abund­
ant fallen trunks of great size, more 
or less in a state of decay, all through 
the region. An eye witness of the 
time says that a magnificent forest 
covered the whole of Owl’s Head and 
the present City of Rockland, except 
where some lumbermen had made in­
roads. Firewood, staves and timber 
were shipped to Boston and other 
points along the coast. It was the 
practice of the incoming settlers to 
erect a little log cabin and, either go 
to work in the lumber woods, or set 
to work splitting out and shaving 
staves or hoops, sometimes both.
The opening of hostilities with 
England was a great set back to the 
settlers in that lonely country. Their 
coasters were seized and the cargo 
lost in many cases. Shipping was at 
a standstill, income was reduced and 
the Plantation was in great distress. 
During all the period of the war the 
colonists were sending petitions to the 
General Court at Boston asking for 
some kind of relief. Of course the 
Court was too much occupied with its 
own affairs near at home to give much 
help at so great a distance. Thomas­
ton was off and incorporated in 1777,
Oh, for a lodge in some vast wilderness!—Cowper. Page Five
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it is not known from what source the 
name came. For some time after the 
war closed the town was in straight­
ened circumstances. A new day for 
the whole Plantation, however, was at 
hand.
Gen. Henry Knox, who had won 
distinction on Washington’s staff, and 
who had served as Secretary of the 
Navy in Washington’s Cabinet, came 
to Thomaston and eventually built 
himself a splendid residence. Through 
Mrs. Knox, who was one of the Waldo 
heirs, he became interested in the 
lands of the Waldo Patent and finally 
purchased the entire estate. He found 
affairs in a confused state through 
inefficient management and neglect. 
Many settlers had come upon the 
property without the right to do so 
and were plundering the timber re­
sources. The boundary lines were in 
a state of great confusion. Mr. Knox 
appealed to the General Court for re­
lief in this distress. He and the Waldo 
heirs laid claim under the original 
grant to a tract of land thirty miles 
square. General Waldo had claimed 
that his grant extended to and upon 
the east side of the Penobscot River. 
The Court made a proposition to Mr. 
Knox that a surveyor be directed to 
run out a tract of land thirty miles 
square on the west side of the Pen­
obscot River, provided that all claim 
to land on the east side of the river 
be relinquished by the heirs. This 
was agreed to and Osgood Carlton 
was sent to make the survey. The 
original starting point was to be the 
new starting point, the Muscongus 
River. On Carlton’s map, made some­
time about 1795, the outlines of the 
Waldo Patent are shown as starting 
from the mouth of the river and ex­
tending through what is now the 
towns of Nobleboro, Waldoboro, 
Union, Appleton, Montville and 
Thorndike; then east to the Penobscot 
River along the south line of Newburg 
and Hampden. The river and bay was 
the west line back to the starting
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point. This layout was unsatisfac­
tory to Mr. Knox and the heirs and 
after some delay the Court at Boston 
proposed a new survey. The second 
attempt was in outline the same as 
the first except that the north line 
came to the Penobscot River at or 
near the north line of what is now 
the City of Bangor and included Ban­
gor, Hampden, Newburg and Hermon. 
Williamson says that this new survey 
was made in 1798, by Thomas Davis. 
This appears to have been satisfac­
tory to Mr. Knox. Something of a 
census was taken at or near this time 
which showed that there were living 
at that time within the bounds of the 
Waldo Patent at different places the 
following number of persons: Thom­
aston 87, Thomaston Marsh 18, War­
ren 61, Cushing 75, Camden 12, 
Canaan 5, Ducktrap (later Lincoln­
ville) 72, Brigadier’s Island 1, Long 
Island 18, Frankfort 47. These people 
were there without having any claim 
to the land other than squatter’s 
rights for the most part. However, 
He that goes a-borrowing goes a-sorrowing.—Franklin.
one of the conditions laid down by 
the General Court in settling the lines 
for General Knox was that the ‘‘set­
tlers already upon the land should be 
quieted in their possessions.” There 
is nothing to show that the General 
was not generous in granting them 
deeds to the property that they had 
settled, though there are several 
petitions to the Court at Boston which 
show that it took some time to get 
them all “quieted.”
Mr. Knox opened the grant to 
settlers and sold them lots at easy 
terms. He brought skilled workmen 
and cleared land and erected saw 
mills, built dams and cleared the 
streams. It is to be infered that log 
driving was operated to some extent. 
The lime kilns were operated to a 
renewed output. Judging by the ac­
count the whole section was the scene 
of the livliest operation in lumbering, 
building and wood cutting. Mr. Knox
went beyond his ready money limit 
and became involved in debts to the 
settlers, workmen and other creditors 
that he could not readily pay. He 
mortgaged some of his lands to get 
money with which to carry on his 
operations. One large strip at the 
mouth of the river was never re­
deemed.
It is now time for us to notice some 
of the industries that are related to, 
if not a real part of the lumber in­
dustry. That is the lime burning, 
salt making, ship building and cutting 
of cord wood. These industries can­
not be neglected if we are to under­
stand the consumption of the lumber 
supply on Penobscot Bay. When 
General Waldo first entered upon his 
Plantation project, he discovered the 
great quantity of lime rock ready at 
hand. He established a kiln for burn­
ing the rock at what is now the State 
Prison, soon another was added. These 
were managed for the proprietor by 
a man whose name was McIntire. We 
have already mentioned that the busi-
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ness of burning lime was carried on 
in connection with the lumbering. It 
went steadily on with small interrup­
tions during the Indian wars. It ap­
pears that the lime business was re­
served by the proprietor from all the 
settlers and was let to contractors by 
him. In 1763 all the lime burning 
was carried on by a firm under the 
name of Wheaton, Buggs & Whipple. 
In the course of time this restriction 
was the subject of complaint on the 
part of the settlers to the General 
Court and they took a hand in the 
restrictions about 1784. By 1787 the 
business had gone beyond the hands 
of the few and kilns were erected at 
various points. George Ulmer was 
the first to start in burning in what 
is now the City of Rockland about 
the year 1789. By 1798 there were 
thirty-five kilns in Thomaston and 
Rockland. Now this is interesting to 
the student of the lumber supply for 
the burning of lime took wood in 
great quantity in the early days. It 
took about twenty-five cords of wood 
to burn a kiln and the burning of one 
kiln could take place as many as four 
or five times a year. Of course in 
the early days wood was so plenty 
that this was a matter of no concern 
to anybody, but it come about in the 
course of time that it was a problem 
of no small magnitude. With the 
enlargement of the business that came 
with the arrival of General Knox 
wood became hard to get, and in the 
single year 1804 Knox’s kilns alone 
took 2,000 cords. We read of his giv­
ing instructions to his foreman to cut 
all he could and to buy all he could 
find. Lime sheds were built for the 
storing of lime on what is now Lime­
rock street in Rockland during that 
year. In the early part of the century 
there was a decided decline in the 
burning of lime because of the scarc­
ity of wood. Later they began the 
freighting of wood from the Islands 
in the bay and there was - an increase 
in the business. In 1850 there were 
800,000 casks of lime burned annually 
in 125 kilns with about thirty cords 
of wood to a burning and it now cost 
$2.50 per cord. By 1860 wood was 
hard to get and has continued from 
that date increasingly costly and hard 
to obtain. The stripping of the shores 
of the bay and the islands of this 
small growth is one of the important 
reasons for the present lack of lum­
ber of any size. The business of burn­
ing lime was carried on at different 
times as far up the bay as Northport 
and Belfast.
The business of making salt was 
carried on at George’s Plantation 
from the time of the first settlers till 
after the Revolution. Considable 
quantities were produced. This busi­
ness consumed forests to some extent, 
though it was not continued for a 
time sufficiently long as to be a seri­
ous matter.
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The cutting of cord wood, so called, 
was also an industry of importance 
from the first. The magnificent for­
ests that covered the hillsides that 
slope back from the waters of the 
bay were hardwood, beech, birch and 
maple for the most part. In many 
places they had attained an enormous 
growth. The long clear butts split 
with little effort on the part of the 
chopper, and while the price of wood 
was low, the man could make good 
pay for those days cutting cord wood. 
In the early days, before the land 
was surveyed and definite lines and 
claims were established the settlers 
cut cord wood where they found it. 
When the trouble with England came 
on the trade in cord wood was of 
sufficient importance with Massachu­
setts Bay as to attract the attention 
of the English to the coasters carry­
ing wood. When the English broke 
up the trade, the settlers were great 
suffererss in consequence. Williamson, 
in his History of Belfast, tells of one 
young man who cut and carried on 
his back to the shore enough wood to 
load a coaster. From another source 
comes the story of a man who had 
done the same thing, but as the war 
was on and ships were hard to find 
the wood rotted on the shore and the 
labor was lost. Within the memory 
of men now living the cord wood trade 
was carried on on a large scale. The 
wharves in the spring were piled with 
thousands of cords, while the fields 
in the near neighborhood were also 
occupied with wood waiting for trans­
portation to market.
Ship building also was important 
in consuming the lumber supply. Pen­
obscot bay was one of the important 
shipbuilding localities from the time 
of the first settlers till long after the 
local supply was exhausted. The 
splendid hardwood supplies from the 
hillsides, the spruce and hackmatack 
knees from the lower ground, the
No man can safely command that has not truly learned to obey.—Kempis. Page Seven
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hemlock planks for the interior, the 
birch planks for the decks, the pine 
trunks for masts were for a long 
time supplied on the spot or near at 
hand. The ships had to be built, the 
growing trade demanded an ever in­
creasing supply; and they built and 
sold to their English, French and 
Spanish neighbors. So shipyards 
were located at almost any convenient 
spot. In George’s Plantation among 
the first acts was the building of a 
ship, small to be sure. The building 
of ships up to the revolution had at­
tained such importance as to make 
hard times for the settlers when it 
became unprofitable to continue it 
during the war. The business quick­
ly revived under the improved con­
ditions which peace brought. At 
Rockland and Thomaston there were 
seven or eight ships in process of 
construction, none under 1100 tons 
by the year 1853.
The general history of Penobscot 
Bay must be followed in brief out­
line if we are to understand the lum­
ber business. We must pass over the 
long ,and interesting story of Castine 
upon the eastern side of the bay dur­
ing the French occupation. They 
were not lumbermen, they were in­
terested in Castine only for its value 
as a military post and as a convenient 
trading point with the Indians. As 
the French and Indian war dragged 
itself out with its attendant hinder- 
ance to the spread of settlements and 
interruptions of business; it became 
plain to the authorities that some 
check must be placed upon the Indians 
who were the allies of the French. 
They were taking adventage of this 
alliance to drive out the English 
whose lumber operations to the west 
were already interfering with their 
fishing and hunting grounds. The 
Penobscot River was the open high­
way for the Indians between their 
French allies at Castine and Canada 
from which most of them came. In 
1758 Gov. Pownal listening to the
appeal of the settlers on the west 
side of the bay decided to build a 
fort somewhere on the Penobscot 
River near its mouth, with the idea of 
checking the Indians in their raids 
upon the English. Early in the sum­
mer of 1759 he decided to erect the 
fort upon a point of high land that 
projects well into the water just at 
the mouth of the river. The point 
selected and upon which the fort was 
built has since been locally known as 
Fort Point. They also cleared a strip 
of land around the shore and at the 
point which is now known as Cape 
Jellison at that time used as a carry­
ing place by the Indians, to avoid a 
trip by water around the Island, they 
cleared a strip on both sides. When 
the fort and the clearings were com­
pleted, the Indians were sent for. 
Those in the Penobscot region came, 
they were told the purpose of the 
fort and warned against further de­
predations against settlements and in­
formed that the settlements would be 
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extended still farther up the streams 
and that new dams and mills were 
to be built. The erection of the fort 
had a double effect upon the Penob­
scot Bay territory; first it effectively 
checked the Indians and there were 
no more raids upon the settlers. 
Quebec fell into the hands of the 
English in the autumn of the same 
year and the French quit Canada, 
thus breaking the French and Indian 
alliance; second, the soldiers who were 
stationed at the fort soon came to 
understand the value of the extended 
forest lands all about them and be­
fore long were asking for grants of 
land on both sides of the bay and 
river. Up to the time of the building 
of Fort Pownel, the small settlements 
at George’s Plantation, including some 
few as far up as Camden were the 
only English on Penobscot Bay or 
River. Within the period of the next 
ten years the entire islands, bay and 
river territory was dotted here and 
there with pioneers. Camden was 
surveyed in 1768, Belfast was entered 
in 1769, Frankfort had two log 
houses in 1766, Hampden had saw 
mills in 1772, Orphan’s Island, now 
Verona was settled in 1763, Bucksport 
was settled in 1764, and Bangor in 
1769. In 1761 David Marsh and 
others who had come to Fort Pownal, 
petitioned the General Court for a 
grant of land upon the east side of 
the river and the land was opened to 
settlers soon after that date.
With this brief introductory para­
graph, let us turn to follow the set­
tler’s up the Penobscot bay and river. 
Fales, who was brought to Thomas­
ton to survey the Waldo Patent lands, 
entered upon the work of surveying 
Camden in 1768. It was originally 
known as Megunticook Plantation, 
but was named Camden upon incor­
poration, in honor of Lord Camden of 
England, who took an important part 
in the defence of the American 
colonies in the British Parliament.
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Major William Minot was one of 
the first settlers and in 1771 he 
built the first saw mill here. This 
was destroyed by the British during 
the revolution. William Molyneaux, 
who came from Boston in 1786 was 
one of the extensive mill operators 
here. This was located on the shore 
of Megunticook Lake. A grist mill 
was operated in connection with the 
saw mill, as was common in those 
days. Lime burning was also carried 
on here. The kilns were located handy 
to the rock supply and wood was 
transported to the spot. In later years 
kilns were opened on abandoned 
farms. It is estimated that two to 
three thousand cords of wood were 
burned in a single year for this pur­
pose. Seven-eighths of all the wood 
cut in this region was used in this 
business, when it had developed to its 
height. The lime burning business on 
Penobscot Bay was revolutionized in 
1854 by the introduction of a new 
furnace for burning, it greatly simpli­
fied the handling of lime produced 
and reduced the amount of wood re­
quired. By the old way about seven 
cords of wood were required to pro­
duce 100 casks, by the new method 
four cords would produce the same 
amount. The towns were dotted with 
small mills for cutting lime cask 
staves—lime was shipped in casks 
about the size of a flour barrel, and 
hundreds of little camps were to be 
found for shaving hoops. Cooper 
shops for making the casks abounded 
everywhere. Ship timber was no small 
part of the lumbering here. From the 
first, like all Maine coast settlements, 
Camden built ships. In the early days 
ship timber was plentiful and easy to 
get. The red oak of this vicinity was 
especially well adapted to the pur­
pose. It took about 1200 pieces to 
construct a ship. In the early days 
all this lumber was cut and hewed 
in the woods and drawn to the ship 
yard. The planks were sawed out 
that our children also educate us?—Mrs. Sigourney.
with what was called a “rip saw”—a 
saw set in a frame and usually op­
erated by two men. In later years a 
saw was invented for sawing out the 
ship timber. E. O’Brien erected a 
steam mill at Rockland in 1850 and in­
stalled a circular saw for sawing ship 
knees and an “up-and-down saw” for 
sawing out the plank. All the ship 
yards along the bay immediately in­
troduced them, when it became plain 
that they were practical and saved 
labor.
Belfast was settled in 1749, as has 
already been pointed out. Richard 
Stinson, who was a surveyor for the 
Waldo heirs took 100 acres of land 
for pay for surveying some lots in 
the vicinity of Belfast. He selected 
his land on what was later known as 
half-way creek, which later was the 
line between Belfast and Prospect. 
Here he erected a cabin, but did not 
continue to live there. It was some 
time later that he took up a perman­
ent residence. In 1770 and 1771 sev­
eral families came there from New 
Hampshire and erected log houses 
As was the usual thing with settlers 
in a new country, they set to work 
clearing the ground for crops. They 
chopped and burned till they had 
clearings sufficiently large to plant 
small plots of potatoes and corn. But 
cord wood was the first product that 
brought them a money return. John 
Mitchell was the first to build a saw 
mill, which was located at Wescott’s 
Brook. At a meeting of the proprie­
tors, held July 20th, 1769, there is a 
record which sets forth the conditions 
there at the time. “Whereas, there 
are some mill places that may fall into 
particular lots when they are run out, 
to see whether the proprietors will re­
serve the falls for public use and 
make good to these people in whose 
lots such falls may happen their de­
ficiency in land an equivalent in some 
other places.” The following Sep­
tember a meeting was held to see if 
they could not induce some settlers to 
build a saw mill. The above men­
tioned John Mitchell agreed to under­
take the building of a mill and further 
agreed “to saw buildings for the 
settlers.” Mr. Mitchell made good his 
promise, but the mill was doomed to 
short usefulness for it was burned by 
the English during the war. The 
lumber business went on here in spite 
of the war. Williamson says that saw 
mills were built in rapid succession, 
lumbering became the important in­
dustry. In 1774 John Brown and Wil­
liam Patterson were appointed sur­
veyors of boards and lumber. By 1800, 
twenty persons were holding that 
position. By the opening of the new 
century Belfast was the lumber mar­
ket for a surrounding territory of 
considerable extent. The Gazette of 
July 10th, 1822 states that on the 
previous Saturday there were hauled 
into the village on teams as by actual 
survey 136,086 feet of boards, 35,000 
shingles, 3,789 staves, 1,515 feet of 
oars; and on another day over 200,000 
feet of lumber was delivered at the 
market at a value of over $1,200. In 
1825 more than twenty-five vessels 
were carrying lumber from this port 
to Europe and the West Indies. The 
price of merchantable boards in 1820, 
at this port, was $7 to $8 per thou­
sand; forshingles $1 to $2.50 per m. 
In 1840 clear boards were $25 to $30 
per thousand feet. The last of the 
big pine around the town were gone 
by 1850, but they were still bringing 
them in from the outside. This note 
appears in the local paper under the 
above date, “We saw a beautiful 
specimen of the products of the Maine 
forests in the shape of a magnificent 
pine spar hauled into town on Thurs­
day. It was cut in the south part 
of the town on land owned by Hiram 
O. Alden, Esq. It measured 83 feet, 
3 inches in length, 21 feet in cir- 
cumfrence and 7 feet in diameter. It 
was estimated to contain 6 1/2 m feet, 
board measure, and was drawn by 14 
yoke of oxen. It was sold for $250. 
In Williamson’s History of Belfast, he 
complains that the settlers neglected 
agriculture for the lumber business. 
This was not strange when we remem­
ber that agriculture was a long, slow 
process of getting money, while the 
lumber found a ready market and 
brought a quick return in money.
Frankfort had two log houses as 
early as 1766. These families were 
squatters like most of the pioneers of 
those early times. There is a record 
that a man by name of Chadwick 
surveyed the lands between Hampden 
and Prospect in 1772. It is said that 
he found in Frankfort an old fort 
that, probably was built by Baron 
Castine years before. This whole 
section was first called Marsh Bay. It 
was incorporated as Frankfort in 
1789. The first framed house was 
built in 1781. Lumbering was en­
gaged in from the very first. It was 
Page Nine
shipped out by the river, and goods 
were brought in by the same route. 
A note bearing an early date remarks 
that there were no roads connecting 
with the outside world, and only the 
roads cut out by the lumbermen con­
nected the little settlements. But they 
built saw mills upon the streams and 
the settlement was prosperous on the 
returns of the lumber shipments. 
Bark cord wood, lime staves and 
hoops were early shipped to Camden 
and Rockland. Ships were not built 
here in large numbers, but they 
shipped materials to other points, 
where the building was carried on. 
Oak staves for hogheads were shipped 
to the West Indies. Shingles and 
clapboards were first split and shaved 
then sawed in large quantity. The 
ships carrying lumber to the West 
Indies brought back a cargo of sup­
plies, among which rum was a very 
important article.
Col. Thomas Goldthwait, who was 
commander at Fort Pownal for more 
than a dozen years, became a land 
owner in the vicinity of Fort Point. 
In the’ course of time his holdings 
were enlarged to considerable im­
portance. About 1775 he built a mill 
on Beaver Brook near Sandy Point, 
which was probably the first mill in 
that section. In partenrship with Col. 
Jonathan Buck he was building ships 
in Prospect. The town of Stockton 
seems not to have had many saw mills, 
for lack of water power.
In 1798 Gen. Knox mortgaged to 
some Boston merchants a large tract 
of land, including the town of Sears­
port, Sears Island, and several town­
ships lying back of Searsport. The 
names were Sears, Prescot, and 
Thorndike. The mortgage was fore­
closed and Sears and Thorndike came 
from Boston and set about developing 
their new possesesions. In the divi­
sion that was made the island and 
what is now Searsport fell to David 
Sears. Saw mills were erected and 
lumbering immediately begun. For 
many years this was a lumbering 
town. Upon every water way large 
enough to carry a saw mill several 
were built.
The first settlement at what is now 
Hampden was made by Benj. Wheeler 
who came from New Hampshire in 
1772. He came to lumber, for the 
first industry that he developed was 
sawing lumber. His mill was built at 
the mouth of the Souadabscook 
stream. One mill brought another 
and Hampden early became the scene 
of lively shipbuilding and lumbering. 
Johnathan Stone, who surveyed the 
town for the Waldo heirs, says that 
the uplands abound in good white ash, 
yellow birch, beech, rock maple and 
basswood. In some places there were 
red oak. The low lands were a mix­
ture of pine, spruce and fir. John 
Crosby was one of the important men 
of Hampden in early years. He sawed 
and shipped lumber, built and owned 
ships and did a general business in 
merchandise.
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In following the west shore of the 
Penobscot from Thomaston to Ban­
gor, only the localities that developed 
later into towns of more or less im­
portance as lumber centers have been 
dwelt upon. All these towns were 
developed from the old Muscongus or 
Waldo Patent. The lands were ob­
tained from the original Patent, some­
times in townships, sometimes in large 
blocks, sometimes in lots of 100 or 
200 acres. In any case the lumber 
was the most valuable part of the 
possession, with the possible excep­
tion of the lime rock. In all cases 
the lumber was the first product that 
returned money to the investor. The 
natural movement of the settlers was 
up the bay and river; and in general 
it was, but with the settlement of the 
French and Indian wars, the whole 
bay and river was soon under the 
hand of the settler. Men pushed on, 
sometimes alone, sometimes with their 
families; and there is the story of a 
family outfit on the beech waiting for 
a cabin to be erected to house them. 
These cabins as soon as erected were 
the first places to house the wood 
cutter, the shingle and stave makers. 
It was a common circumstance for a 
man to exhaust the forest products 
near his home and move on to another 
spot and leave his cabin to some one 
else to occupy later on. There were 
no roads, at first, except the lumber­
men’s roads. There were neither 
horses nor oxen at first, and horses 
came much later than the oxen. There 
were no wagons till roads were made. 
In the winter all kinds of forest and 
mill products were moved on rude 
sleds; in summer, before the intro­
duction of wheels wood and lumber 
were moved on rude contrivances 
made by cutting beech or rock maple 
saplings fifteen or sixteen feet long. 
These were fastened, by wrungs like 
a ladder two and one-half or three 
feet apart at the butt, so arranged 
that the tops came near enough to­
gether so that the horse was placed 
between them and the rings on the 
callor slipped over the top ends and 
secured with pins for hauling. The 
wood or lumber was piled crosswise 
at the other end and drawn to mar­
ket. The horse collars were made of 
twisted straw, and hay. The horses 
often made a lunch on the other fel­
low’s collar. Not long after the first 
families arrived the woods resounded 
with the sounds of the lumberman’s 
ax and saw. By the last part of the 
eighteenth century that whole stretch 
of country between Thomaston and 
Bangor was the scene of wood and 
lumber operations. Larger mills were 
erected upon the larger streams and 
rivers while practically every stream 
large enough to carry a mill was em­
ployed to drive the saw. The lumber­
man’s cabin was to be seen every­
where. Some of the men operated as 
day laborers for the larger employer; 
some men operated independently 
making shingles, clapboards, staves 
and hoops. Some cut and sold cord 
True politeness is the spirit of benevolence shotting itself in a refined way.
wood. A division of industrial life 
naturally arose. There was the large 
operators, as for example, General 
Knox, employing many hands in his 
own mills, lime kilns and ship yards. 
Those who operated independently 
must sell at a nearby market, not 
having the financial resources to ship 
for themselves. Those who bought 
forest products naturally supplied 
the necessary goods to supply the 
workmen and their families. Ship 
building and shipping naturally be­
came localized at the most advan­
tageous places and so the towns grew 
while a scattered community slowly 
gathered about them. During the 
early part of the nineteenth century 
Rockland, Camden, and Belfast grew 
into towns of considerable size and 
were as prosperous as any towns in 
Maine.
The accompanying forest views are 
from a region in the older part of the 
State—reproduced forests. The region 




Miss Almeda Mulligan who has 
been away for the winter returned 
to her home in Chesuncook March 25. 
She spent a few days at the Grant 
Farm when returning.
The many acquaintances of Austin 
Harmon will be sorry to learn that 
his recovery from the operation in a 
Boston hospital is pretty slow. He 
is now at his home at Gardnier’s 
Lake, East Machias.
R. E. James of the Rockwood Office 
has been sick with a severe cold, being 
absent from the office about a week.
Mr. F. K. Stait of the 20 mile spent 
a week in Bangor the last of March, 
and upon his return up-river started 
work for the K. P. Toting as a driver 
of the jitney.
W. J. Coltart of the Structure Re­
pairs has been engaged at the Grant 
Farm this spring in repair work. He 
was accompanied by Mrs. Coltart.
Ray Cripps returned to the Grant 
Farm March 15th, after being in the 
Old Town hospital for a surgical 
operation.
On March 1st Robert Harry Sev- 
erence was born to Mr. and Mrs. 
Harry E. Severence at Bangor. The 
proud grandfather, Harry J. Sev­
erence, came to Bangor as soon as 
possible to visit the newly born and 
reports that he is some boy.
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Editorial
Memorial Day
In all ages men have fought to 
preserve in memory the heroic deeds 
and the great achievements of their 
lives. The brevity of human life, the 
swift changes wrought by time, and 
the certainty of human forgetfulness 
all serve their notice that life is like 
the impression of the wind made for 
a moment, upon the wheat field, “The 
wind passeth over it and is gone and 
the places thereof shall know it no 
more.” So they have, from the very 
earliest times, tried to make others 
remember them. They have piled up 
stones, erected monuments, set up 
pillars, carved their name and deeds 
in stone, constructed arches, built 
tombs, dedicated churches, founded 
schools, in fact done things too nu­
merous to mention. In order to make 
a lasting monument, they have select­
ed the most enduring materials. A 
black basalt shaft inscribed on four 
sides was set up by the Assyrians in 
memory of their King, Shalmaneser, 
who made their nation great, is pre­
served to the present day and is in 
the British museum. Memorials set 
up by the Greeks and Romans are 
still preserved. They have been made 
not only lasting but beautiful, and 
beauty itself is lasting.
Memorials of another sort have 
been used. The effort to make last­
ing the lesson of a great principle 
that has been taught has also its 
memorials. Such a memorial is our 
30th of May.
Among the questions settled by the 
Civil War between the states was, 
first, as to whether or not ours is a 
federation of states that could be 
broken up at any moment at the will 
of a minority of the states of the 
federation. Mr. Lincoln’s position 
was that it was an organic political 
Instruct those in your care cheerfully; you will gain the reward.
union that could not be broken up. 
The Southern leaders contended, and 
often threatened, that it could and 
would be broken up. Mr. Lincoln’s 
political philosophy held just the con­
trary. He disregarded the votes of 
the Southern states to leave the 
Union, and treated them as states in 
rebellion against the Federal author­
ity. The war President never took 
any other view of the Southern situ­
ation. The war under his leadership 
was fought and won with that in mind. 
The successful accomplishment estab­
lished the fact that our Federal Gov­
ernment is a union of sovereign 
states, sovereign in everything but the 
will to dissolve the union. When we 
observe Memorial Day, that is one of 
the things the fathers desired us to 
remember and rejoice in.
Then, next to the consolidation of 
the Union, the freedom for three and 
a half million of human beings from 
a former slavery was something to 
be remembered. The black man as a 
slave was the cause of the war. The 
commercial spirit of the South that 
held men in bondage for profit was 
conflict with the moral spirit of the 
North which claimed that slavery 
was a moral wrong.
Mr. Lincoln, clearer than anybody 
else, saw the inevitable clash between 
these opposing forces when he said, 
quoting from the Scriptures, A house 
divided against itself cannot stand. 
A government cannot live half slave, 
half free. It must become all slave 
or all free. Memorial Day is dedi­
cated to the memory that our gov­
ernment has become all free! It 
would be a good thing if we all re­
membered that on our coming Re­
membrance Day.
A third great thing that we re­
member on that day is that men died 
to accomplish what was obtained by 
the war. We of a younger generation 
will lay a wreath of flowers upon the 
graves of these departed heroes on 
that day when it comes—not because 
the soil covers dead men, but because 
they died for the preservation of their 
Government, and the freedom of their 
fellow men.
Keep Faith in Humanity
Some years ago we read a very 
wise statement on a most important 
point, and coming from a man of 
eminence and great standing. In sub­
stance the statement was that when 
one becomes shocked and confidence 
shattered in a given person that one 
should not thereby lose his confidence 
in his fellows. A strong and abiding 
faith in humanity and in the world 
in general as the world of a good God 
is most essential to obtaining and 
maintaining a real zest and healthful 
enthusiasm for life and its work. The 
man referred to above this very week 
celebrates the nintieth anniversary of 
his birth. His message to us all is 
that he is just beginning to live. It 
is said that he is the only living man, 
who was in a prominent way associat­
ed with Lincoln, now in active service. 
He has been a United States Senator; 
he was nominated by Lincoln as U. S. 
Minister to Japan, but declined at the 
suggestion of Commodore Vanderbilt 
who advised him to go into railroad 
business. This he did and became the 
head of the New York Central Rail­
road. These achievements and many 
similar ones are what has crowded a 
long and useful life full.
Probably the one outstanding char­
acteristic of Chauncy M. Depew is his 
mirth and cheerfulness. This sort of 
spirit has always flown from his great 
personality with pronounced efful- 
gency The following utterance has 
just been given to Success Magazine 
by him:
“The greatest riches in the 
world is the inexhaustible good­
fellowship that can be found in 
everybody. There is little in life 
realty worth while beyond our re­
lations with each other—our hu­
manity toward one another.
“I’ve spent ninety years in find­
ing out how to live. My greet­
ings to all my friends through the 
pages of Success Magazine are: 
Get the right attitude toward life 
—then hold it—live by it—see it 
through! Don’t be afraid of the 
laughing wrinkles. They’re badges 
of honor—distinguished service 
crosses.”
We believe that the philosophy as 
stated by Mr. Depew in the opening 
of this article is to a great extent the 
secret of his good cheer and conse­
quent long and helpful life. Keep 
faith in humanity and the world.
“Do you believe in muckraking?” 
“No,” answered Senator Sorghum. 





Attention has been called to the 
statement in The Northern of April 
issue concerning the Bingham Pur­
chase. A very interesting explana­
tion of that transaction, which lack 
of space prevented being included in 
the story, is to be found in the con­
ditions which existed at the time of 
the sale. The Revolutionary War was 
just over. All the states found them­
selves financially bankrupt. The ex­
penses of the war must be paid. Chief 
among the items of debt was the 
money which the states owed to the 
soldiers; and some immediate source 
of revenue must be found to relieve 
the distress of these men who had won 
independence for the colonies. The 
state of Massachusetts, perhaps most 
fortunate among the colonies, pos­
sessed millions of acres of timber­
lands within the District of Maine. It 
was proposed to raise some money 
for the war debts by the sale of some 
part of the “Eastern Lands.” A re­
cent historian says of this event: “In 
1786 there was created by the Legis­
lature of Massachusetts, a lottery 
commission composed of Samuel Phil­
lips, Leonard Jarvis, and Rufus Put­
nam, whose duty it was ‘to establish a 
lottery for the purpose of bringing 
into the Publick Treasury the sum of 
£163,200 in publick securities by sale 
of a part of the Eastern Lands.’ ”
These lands were to the east of the 
Penobscot River and comprised fifty 
townships within what is now Han­
cock and Washington Counties. It is 
now uncertain what the price of the 
tickets were, but the assumption is 
that the total would cover the fixed 
sum set by the legislature. Some au­
thorities say that the price per ticket 
was £60, some say that it was much 
less. The inducement to buy the 
tickets was that one ticket was to 
draw a whole township for the lucky 
purchaser. The popular estimate of 
the value of timber lands in that day 
may be understood when we realize 
that less than one-fourth of the 
tickets were sold, even at the low 
price which the committee had fixed. 
The prize ticket was among those not 
sold. With all the advertising that 
was done and in spite of the efforts 
made by the committee, only five per­
sons from the District of Maine 
bought tickets. The lottery dragged 
on, time was extended several times 
to give the committee a chance to dis­
pose of more tickets, but with the un­
satisfactory result already mentioned. 
In desperation the committee turned 
to look about for a private purchaser. 
They found one in William Bingham 
of Philadelphia, who offered and 
finally paid 12 1\2 cents per acre for 
the land left unsold by the lottery 
committee. A very good, and no 
doubt authorative, account of the 
transaction is given by the Forestry 
Quarterly for March, 1906, as fol­
lows:
“A land lottery scheme was de­
vised to dispose of fifty town­
ships. In the scheme there were 
to be 2,720 tickets at £60 each. 
If the tickets were all sold the 
aggregate would bring in £163,- 
200, or $815,000. Against these 
there were to be put into the 
wheels these fifty townships of 
six miles square, equal to 1,107,- 
396 acres of land, and every 
ticket would entitle the holder to 
a prize—the lowest to be one- 
half a mile square, and the high­
est a township. A considerable 
part of the tickets were sold, and, 
at the time of drawing, William 
Bingham of Philadelphia, took 
what lands the ticket holders did 
not draw.”
When we remember that this sale 
took place before the Constitution was 
adopted by the states, and also that 
this land lay far to the east of the 
Penobscot River within totally unde­
veloped territory, the price was rea­
sonable for the best of timber land. 
The western line goes from the bay, 
mid-way of what is now Trenton by 
the west line of the towns of Waltham, 
Mariaville, Amherst and Greenfield to 
the Passadumkeag River. The east 
line runs through Wesley, Northfield 
and Columbia Falls to the sea. The 
only way to reach the land at that 
time was by sea. As a matter of fact 
it was a half a century or even more 
before some of this land was pene­
trated. Before very much of the 
timber could be turned into money, 
dams and saw mills must be built, and 
other necessary expenses must be laid 
out.
Remember again that the sale did 
not appeal to Maine residents, that 
the lands lay far away within an 
unknown territory, that their devel­
opment required a tremendous outlay 
in money, and the wonder is that they 
could be sold at all. Timber could not 
be sold in that day for present prices. 
Gov. Pownal suggested more than 
half a century after this sale, that 
Maine timber be burned to make pot­
ash. The Maine settlers were at that 
time cutting and continued to cut and 
burn the best timber in the state to 
make planting patches for corn. No­
body could possibly foresee the de­
velopment that would take place. 
Washington is said to have remarked 
at one time that he had no doubt that 
this country would eventually be 
settled as far west as the Mississippi 
River.
When we remember the price which 
we paid France for Louisanna, Mexico 
for the Mexican grant, and Russia for 
Alaska, the money which William 
Bingham paid to Massachusetts for 
the block of townships in the wilds 
of Eastern Maine must have looked 
like a princely fortune to that desti­
tute commonwealth.
Bangor Office 
Ira C. Beal of the Accounting Dept. 
has been confined to his home with 
tonsilitis.
Our deepest sympathy is extended 
to Mr. and Mrs. H. Clifford Kenney 
in the loss of their little daughter, 
Pauline, which occurred March 24th.
It is with sad hearts that we learn 
of the death of Donald Fowles, two 
year old son of Mr. and Mrs. Leslie 
E. Fowles of West Enfield, which 
occured Friday, April 18th. Mr. 
Fowles was in the Bangor Office for 
a number of years previous to his go­
ing in business in West Enfield.
Malcolm Pratt and Lois P. Hutchins 
were united in marriage at the home 
of Rev. A. E. Morris, on March 29th. 
Miss Hutchins was one of Bangor’s 
popular school teachers at the Long­
fellow school. Mr. Pratt is employed 
in the Forest Engineering Dept. The 
boys in the office extend to them their 




Two years ago there was held at 
Portland one of the best and probably 
one of the most successful Vocational 
Conferences ever held in New Eng­
land. We feel sure nothing like its 
equal was ever held in Maine. The 
people of the eastern part of the 
State felt that whenever another one 
was arranged for that it should come 
to Bangor. This plan was made last 
fall at the State Teachers Convention 
in Portland. Now the vocational 
forces of New Hampshire are to join 
this conference. We are very desirous 
that the people of Bangor and in fact 
of the whole eastern half of Maine, 
display more than an ordinary inter­
est in this coming convention. This 
whole section needs the impetus of 
such a programme; and it will have 
an important bearing on the indus­
trial life. A full and detailed pro­
gramme is running in this current 
issue of The Northern.
Manager Gilbert Honored
Mr. Gilbert was made one of the 
Republican Presidential Electors at 
the State Convention at Portland 
April 3rd.
A firm chin is helpless without a stiff upper lip.
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At an average cost of only $253 per 
man, 4,530 disabled and helpless ac­
cident or disease victims were re­
habilitated and restored to self-sup­
porting employment last year. The 
task was accomplished through the 
Federal Board for Vocational Edu­
cation in co-operation with the re­
habilitation departments of the States. 
It marked a high-water point in the 
civilian rehabilitation enterprise, 
which the Government launched four 
years ago by the enactment of the 
Federal Rehabilitation Act.
At the same time, reports from 
the States indicated that the total 
number of live rehabilitation cases 
in hand at the close of the fiscal year 
totalled 11,267. At the beginning of 
the year the number was only 8,147. 
In 1921, it was only 1,682. In two 
years the scope of the rehabilitation 
work has increased nearly nine-fold.
Behind these figures is the story 
of one of the profitable economic jobs 
now being undertaken in America.
It is not generally realized that em­
ployee accident is one of the greatest 
items of loss in present day industry. 
Recently the U. S. Department of 
Labor compiled statistics showing 
that the average number of non-fatal 
accidents in our American industries 
approximates 2,427,650 per annum. 
Of this total at least 60,000 repre­
sent permanent accidents. The sig­
nificance of these figures is that thus 
every year 60,000 men and women 
drop out of the producing army and 
become life-long dependents upon so­
ciety.
The situation is even worse. In 
addition to the victims of industrial 
accident there is an annual toll of 
victims from public accidents. In­
surance experts estimate that public 
accident victims outnumber industrial 
victims in the ratio of 2 to 1. Ac­
cordingly, the total annual casualty of 
permanently disabled persons would 
approximate 180,000. To these must 
be added an annual total of 45,000 
persons who are permanently in­
capacitated by disease or congenital 
causes. Thus, every year, 225,000 
men and women are transformed from 
productive assets to life-long liabil­
ities upon society. The social cost is 
incalculable.
Fortunately, there is an economic 
remedy for many of these cases—re­
habilitation. It has been found that 
the handicapped person can frequent­
ly be returned to industry, if he is 
vocationally re-educated to overcome 
his disability. The lame, the armless, 
even the blind, can master certain 
trades. With a little help from the 
State he can beat his way back into 
the producing ranks.
This was the remedy which was
set up by Congress on June 2, 1920, 
by the passage of the Rehabilitation 
Act. An annual Federal fund was 
made available to the States— 
$750,000 the first year, $1,000,000 
thereafter—to assist them in estab­
lishing State-wide rehabilitation de­
partments. They were to receive this 
fund on condition that they match the 
Federal money dollar for dollar with 
State or local appropriations for the 
same purpose. Under the stimulus 
of this Fereral grant, 36 of the States 
have now accepted the Act and or­
ganized rehabilitation agencies The 
results we have stated. It bids fair 
to become one of the major public 
enterprises, throughout the Nation.
Naturally the humanitarian phase 
of the work has been foremost in the 
public mind. Rehabilitation workers 
in all of the States have been moved 
primarily by the humanitarian mo­
tive. But it is useful to point out 
the rehabilitation of the disabled is 
also one of those happy tasks where 
mercy pays dividends of solid eco­
nomic profit to the Nation.
The 4,530 workers who were re­
stored to industry through rehabilita­
tion last year would have otherwise 
been idle and dependent for the period 
of their natural lives. At an average 
public cost of $253 per man they 
have been taught to overcome their 
handicaps in new occupations which 
will give them a life-time of produc­
tive employment. In their first year 
of employment their total wages will 
easily aggregate $4,530,000, or four 
times the cost of their rehabilitation. 
For a life period their earnings will 
return many times over the total ex­
penditure of the State.
Much misunderstanding has arisen 
through the confusion of the civilian 
rehabilitation work with the veteran 
rehabilitation, which is conducted by 
the Veterans’ Bureau. They are dis­
tinct undertakings. The veteran re­
habilitation is administered directly 
by the Federal Government, while the 
civilian work is administered by the 
States, with the Federal Government 
as a co-operating partner.
The problem of civilian rehabilita­
tion is especially significant at this 
time in view of the fact that the 
Dallinger-Fess Amendment is now be­
fore Congress. This amendment pro­
poses to extend the period of Federal 
aid to the States for civilian rehabili­
tation until June 30, 1928. Under the 
original act Federal funds were made 
available to the States for this pur­
pose for a period of four years only. 
This initial period expires on June 
30 of the present year. Unless the 
Dallinger-Fess Amendment becomes a 
law before that time it will be neces­
sary for the States to shoulder the 
entire burden of the work after this 
year.
It would undoubtedly compel many 
of the States to discontinue rehabilita­
tion work. It would certainly deter 
the twelve States which have not yet 
undertaken the work from ever en­
gaging in rehabilitation. While ex­
cellent progress has been made during 
the four years since the passage of 
the original act, the system is still in 
its developmental stages. It is con­
servatively estimated that of the 
225,000 persons who are permanently 
disabled each year 84,000 are in need 
of and susceptible to rehabilitation. A 
comparison of this figure with the 
15,000 who were on the rolls during 
the previous fiscal year, reveals the 
size of the field which has not yet 
been reached.
If the Federal Government con­
tinues to co-operate with the States 
the service will not catch up with 
the annual load at the present rate 
of progress until the year 1932. 
Moreover, it is estimated that there 
is an accumulated total of between 
500,000 and 600,000 persons who are 
in need of rehabilitation who have 
suffered in past years. It. was the in­
tention of Congress when the original 
act was passed that Federal co-opera­
tion with the States should be per­
manent. The Federal appropriation 
was limited to a four-year period as a 
matter of initial experiment. The un­
questioned success of the work during 
this try-out period is the supreme 
argument for the enactment of the 
Dallinger-Fess Amendment. With the 
Federal Government continuing its 
aid the future of civilian rehabilita­
tion will be assured.
Procrastination is the thief of time.—Young. Page Thirteen
Program For the Vocational Conference 
Bangor, Maine, May 22, 23, 24, 1924 
CONTRIBUTORS
State Department of Education, 
State Society for Vocational Educa­
tion, Associated Industries of Maine, 
Great Northern Paper Company, In­
ternational Correspondence Schools.
REPRESENTATIVES
E. K. Jenkins, State Director; S. E. 
Patrick, President; Florence L. Jen­
kins, Arthur Hauler, Herbert S. Hill, 
Harold G. Noyes, B. F. Cleaves, Ex­
ecutive Secretary; M. S. Hill, Social 
Service Director; W. G. Venn, Dis­
trict Superintendent.
GENERAL SESSIONS
High School Assembly Hall
May 22—Thursday evening at 8 
o’clock.
May 23—Friday afternoon, visit to 
the University.
May 23—Friday evening at 8 
o’clock.
May 24—Saturday afternoon at 2 
o’clock.
May 24—Saturday evening at 8 
o’clock.
EXHIBITS
During the Conference exhibit of 
the year’s work, high school and 






DEPARTMENT OF HOME ECONOMICS 
Room 307
Miss Florence L. Jenkins, Portland, 
Maine, General Chairman. Chairman, 
Miss Helen E. Lockwood, Head of 
Home Economics Department, Farm­
ington Normal School.
“The Home Economics of Today and 
Its Challenge to the Teacher Train­
ing Institutions,” Miss Antoinette 
Roof, Asst. Professor of Education, 
Simmons College.
“The Home Economics Teacher and 
the Health Education Program,” 
(Speaker to be announced.)
DEPARTMENT OF TRADES AND 
INDUSTRIES
Assembly Hall
Mr. Arthur Hauler, Bangor, Maine, 
General Chairman.
“Vocational Education and Its Aims,” 
Mr. R. G. Hartwell, Principal Mor­
rill School of Mechanic Arts, Con­
cord, New Hampshire.
“Minimum Requirements of High 
School Vocational Courses,” Mr. F.
J. Trinder, State Director of Voca­
tional Education, Hartford, Conn.
“The Practical Value of Technical 
Training,” Mr. R. L. Cooley, Direc­
tor of Vocational Education, Mil­
waukee, Wisconsin.
“The Relation of Junior High School 
to Vocational Education,” Dr. Au­
gustus O. Thomas, State Commis­
sioner of Education, Augusta, Me.
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Lecture Room, Bangor Public Library 
Mr. Herbert S. Hill, Orono, Maine, 
General Chairman; Chairman, Ralph 
T. Coffey, Instructor of Agriculture, 
East Corinth Academy.
Address by Mr. Seth M. Shoemaker, 
Director of International Textbook 
Co., Scranton, Pennsylvania.
Round Table Conference—Discussions 
of problems to be studied and ap­
pointment of committees.
DEPARTMENT OF EVENING AND 
COMMERCIAL SCHOOLS 
Room 102
Mr. Harold G. Noyes, Rumford, 
Maine, General Chairman.
(To be announced later.)
THURSDAY, MAY 22
Evening
7.30-8 0 .  Music.
GENERAL SESSION
Chairman, Dr. Leon S. Merrill, 
University of Maine.
8.00. Address of Welcome—Mayor 
Charles D. Crosby, of Bangor.
Address of Welcome to New Hamp­
shire Delegates—Mr. Stephen E. 
Patrick, Westbrook, Maine, Presi­
dent Maine Society for Vocational 
Education.
Response—Mr. Herbert C. Wilcox, 
Concord, N. H., President New 
Hampshire Society for Vocational 
Education.
Address—Hon. E. T. Franks, Owens- 
burgh, Kentucky, Member Federal 
Board for Vocational Education.
Address—“A Twentieth Century Edu­
cation,” Mr. Seth M. Shoemaker, 
Scranton, Pa., Director Inter­
national Textbook Co.
FRIDAY, MAY 23 
Forenoon
9.00-12.00. Departmental Sessions.
DEPARTMENT OF HOME ECONOMICS 
Room 307
Chairman, Miss Florence L. Jen­
kins, Supervisor of Home Economics, 
Portland, Maine.
“Organization and Development of 
Home Economics in Evening School 
Courses in Massachusetts,” Miss 
Anna A. Kloss, Agent for Home 
Economics in the Massachusetts 
Department of Education, Voca­
tional Division.
“Five Minute Projects in Evening 
Schools in Maine”—Clothing, Milli­
nery, Nutrition, Health.
“Projects Available in Vocational 
Home Economics Classes,” Mrs. 
Robert B. Folsom, Sanford, Maine, 
Former Dean of Nasson Institute.
“High Spots from the American 
Home Economics Conference, New 
Orleans,” Miss Pearl S. Greene, 
Orono, Maine, University of Maine.
DEPARTMENT OF TRADES AND 
INDUSTRIES 
Assembly Hall 
“Training of Teachers for Vocational 
Education,” (Speaker to be an­
nounced.)
“Justification of Vocational Education 
in Public Schools,” Mr. L. H. 
Dennis, President National Society 
for Vocational Education, Harris­
burg, Pennsylvania.
“Present Day Attitude of Industries 
Toward Vocational Education,” Mr. 
R. L. Cooley, Director of Vocational 
Education, Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
Lecture Room, Bangor Public Library
Committees will work on their 
specific assignments.
DEPARTMENT OF EVENING AND 
COMMERCIAL SCHOOLS 
Room 102 
(To be announced later.) 
Friday Noon
12.30. Luncheon to out of state dele­
gates, courtesy Bangor Chamber of 
Commerce, Chamber of Commerce 
Rooms.
FRIDAY, MAY 23 
Afternoon
GENERAL SESSION
Visit to the University of Maine.
Meet at High School at 1.30, report 
to Arthur Hauler in Assembly Hall; 
arriving at the University, a tour will 
be made of the campus; at three 
o’clock Dr. Little will deliver an ad­
dress of welcome in the chapel. After 
this address, special programs have 
been arranged as follows: Home 
Economics, Home Economics Depart­
ment; Trade and Industrial, College 
of Technology; Agriculture, State 
Supervisor of Agricultural Educa­
tion ; State Directors, Special Com­
mittee.
HOME ECONOMICS
Chairman, Miss Esther McGinnis, 
Head of Home Economics Depart­
ment, University of Maine.
“The Art of Dressing”—Lecture and 
Demonstration, Miss Mary Walker, 
Clothing Information Bureau, Wm. 
Filene’s Sons, Boston, Mass.
Eloquence is action; noble, sublime, godlike action.
6.30. Home Economics Dinner (Ban­
gor.) Toastmistress, Miss Pearl 
Greene, University of Maine.
AGRICULTURE




7.30-8 0 .  Music.
GENERAL SESSION
Chairman, A. B. Garcelon, Bangor, 
Maine, Superintendent of Schools. 
8.00. Address—“Looking Ahead in
Education,” Hon. J. C. Wright, 
Washington, D. C., Director of 
Federal Board for Vocational Edu­
cation.
A d d r e s s—“Vocational Education,” 
Mr. L. A. Wilson, Albany, N. Y., 





DEPARTMENT OF HOME ECONOMICS
Room 307, 9.30
Chairman, Miss Harriet S. Sweet­
ser, State Supervisor of Home Eco­
nomics.
“The Unit Instruction Sheet,” Mrs. 
Shirley H. Keenan, Field Super­
visor, Woman’s Institute, Scranton, 
Pa.
“Five Minute Projects of Outstand­
ing Interest in Home Economics 
Work in Maine and New Hamp­
shire.”
DEPARTMENT OF TRADES AND 
INDUSTRIES 
Assembly Hall 
9.00-9.30. Illustrated Lecture on Vo­
cational Education in New York 
State, Mr. L. A. Wilson, Albany, 




Lecture Room, Bangor Public Library 
“Teacher’s Annual Program of 
Work,” A. P. Williams, Regional 
Agent of Federal Board for Voca­
tional Education.
Work on annual program led by Mr. 
Williams.
Saturday Noon
12.30. Luncheon for out of state 
delegates, courtesy of Women’s 





Chairman, Judge B. F. Cleaves, 
Executive Secretary of Associated 
Industries.
2.00. Address—Mr. L. H. Dennis, 
Harrisburg, Pa., President National 
Society for Vocational Education.
Make men intelligent and they become inventive.
INDUSTRIAL SECTION
3.00. Address—“Training for the 
Building Trades,” Mr. F. J. 
Trinder, Hartford, Conn., State 
Director of Vocational Education.
Address—Mr. R. L. Cooley, Milwau­
kee, Wis., Director of Vocational 
Education.
AGRICULTURAL SECTION
Committee reports and discussions 




7.30-8 0 .  Music.
GENERAL SESSION
Chairman, M. S. Hill, Director of 
Social Service, Great Northern Paper 
Company.
8.00. Address—“Leaders vs. Driv­
ers,” Mr. Sherman Rogers, Indus­
trial Correspondent for the Outlook 
Magazine.
THE TREE-TOPS
Oh the tree-tops! the tree-tops!
They are so brown and bare.
Their lofty crown is a tangled maze, 
Against the azure air.
The nights are chill, and the days are 
grey,
But they seem to clap their hands, 
and say:
Heighs! the spring is on the way.
Oh the tree-tops! the tree-tops!
Soon bursting into flower—
There will the blue bird perch and sing, 
His joyous matin’ hour.
There too, the robin wise, will come 
With Mrs. Robin to plan their home, 
Somewhere within that spreading 
dome.
Oh the tree-tops! the tree-tops!
Down by the narrow lea,—
High up above the restless flood,
That hurries to the sea.
Blue is the sky as a bluebird’s wings; 
And bluer the water, that ripples and 
sings;
While over it bravely, the tree-top 
swings.
Oh the tree-tops! the tree-tops!
They whisper in the breeze,
But when the winds sweeps through 
their boughs,
The roar is like distant seas.
They are so far above our sod; 
They seem to wave us, as they nod, 
A loving message, straight from God.
—Mrs. H. N. Shaw
Orono, Me., April 3, 1924.
“Wotcher want to fight for? I ain’t 
got no quarrel wiv you.” “No, but 
you ’ad wiv Jim ’Awkins.” “Wot 
abaht it? ’E’s dead.” “Well, poor old 
Jim appointed me ’is executor.”— 
Punch.
Here and There
M. E. Hall of Belfast is back with 
the K. P. Toting.
The twenty mile camp was closed 
the last of March.
R. E. Mersereau of the K. P. Toting 
was in Greenville March 28th.
Emily Suicier has returned to Pitt­
ston to do table work there.
Harry E. Severence has been work­
ing at the twenty mile all winter.
Fred Street and Bud Mooney have 
been making an inventory at Monti­
cello.
Mr. Charles Russell and wife and 
son, Charles, have returned to Pitt­
ston.
Martin Elward was called to Law­
rence recently by the death of a 
sister.
* * *
Walter Dunn went to the Blair 
Farm March 25 to work for Mr. W. 
D. Page.
William Lane, formerly of the forty 
mile is now working for Mr. O. A. 
Harkness.
Bert Burr attended the Auto Show 
at Bangor and had his eye on a 
Marmon car.
C. M. Hilton was in Rockwood 
March 28th, going from there to Lake 
Moxie and Jackman.
Harry J. Severence has had a small 
crew at Little W. making some re­
pairs and cutting fire wood.
Carl Kelley has opened the office at 
Norcross and the work will shortly 
begin there for the summer.
J. M. Morrison of the Rockwood 
office was in Bangor lately for a few 
days, as was also Mr. Hilyea.
Carl Graves has gone into the 
grocery business in Portland for him­
self. His many friends will wish him 
the best of success.
Mr. and Mrs. H. W. Barston, who 
have been employed at the Seboomook 
boarding house, finished work there 
about the middle of March.
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i Dwyer Letter j
No. 6 
...—
At Figuig, the Glory of the 
Desert. A place of mystery 
in a sea of palms. Morocco, 
North Africa.
My dear Mrs. Homer:
A few days ago I wrote you saying 
that Beni Ounif was the most extra­
ordinary place that I had seen. I wish 
now to change that statement. I have 
seen Figuig.
I think I said in my last letter that 
Figuig was first visited by a white 
man in 1862 when a French general 
had the first sight of the place. That 
was sixty one years ago, and today I 
am wondering what the general 
thought of Figuig. There are seven 
villages, and there are date palms 
without end. Hundreds of thousands 
of date palms. No other tree of any 
description. No grass, no shrubs, no 
flowers.
I rode from Beni Ounif in a little 
mule cart in a blazing temperature. 
We crossed a flat plain that is marked 
with white lines as it has served as a 
landing place for French planes. Then 
the road led us across the frontier 
into Morocco, on through gorges cut 
into the rock into the village itself.
Now Figuig baffles description. It 
stands alone. Great wanderers in this 
country tell me that it is unrivalled. 
I believe it is.
It is a village of mud—or seven 
villages of mud. It is a gigantic 
anthill, a vast rabbit-burrow. You 
can wander for hours through streets 
that are covered over with branches 
of palm thickly coated with mud that 
keeps out the heat, and in these dark 
burrows the good dwellers of Figuig 
sit in groups and salute you gravely 
as you pass. That is, the men salute 
you. The women, looking like shroud­
ed ghosts, and wearing veils, stop and 
turn their heads aside as you go by. 
The ladies of Figuig know how to 
keep the invading foreigner in his 
place. Old ladies, humpbacked with 
age, see me coming through a hole in 
their head-shawls and wheel away 
from me as if I was the bearer of 
plague germs. And lots of my sub­
scriber-friends to whom I have sent 
snapshots of myself tell me that they 
have seen uglier persons.
But I made a great hit with the 
kiddies of Figuig. The half-naked, 
underfed, sore-eyed kiddies of the 
rabbit warren. I brought ten francs 
worth of pennies with me and the 
news spread around the village. I 
had an escort that blocked the narrow 
lanes and made old men who were 
sitting in the dust say something more 
than their prayers as I and the escort 
went by. In the dark alleys the kids 
fought to get close to me, snatching 
at my hands, pulling at my coat and 
making whining noises to attract my 
attention. Ten francs today are worth 
sixty cents American, yet I upset 
Figuig with that sum. There are com­
pensations in living abroad.
I said the kiddies had sore eyes. I 
don’t wonder. The narrow, covered 
alleys are dark, and from this dark­
ness the child plunges at times into 
the most glaring sunshine that I have 
ever encountered. It is white, blind­
ing, and terrible.
The water comes from an under­
ground spring, and this spring is the 
salvation of the place. If it ever ran 
dry Figuig would be wiped off the 
map. The date palms would shrivel 
up and the rabbit-warren would be 
deserted. But the spring seems a re­
liable affair. I watched the water 
bubbling up through the mud at the 
bottom of the main drinking pool— 
bubbling up in a queer manner—and 
this sight pleases the Figuigans im­
mensely. They sit on the edge of the 
pool and stare at the bubbles mutter­
ing prayers to Allah who has them 
under his special eye. As I sat by the 
pool watching the miracle—it really 
is a miracle—half a dozen of the in­
habitants were prostated in prayer 
amongst the date palms near by. They 
are great people for praying. At any 
corner of the road you can find an 
Arab with his forehead touching the 
ground, and I am certain that in nine 
cases out of ten he is thanking Allah 
for water. And he should. If I was 
a resident of  with the terrible 
desert stretching out around me I 
would spend much time in prayer.
The date palms are private prop­
erty. Each family (or at least a num­
ber of families) own a certain number 
of trees that are willed down from 
father to son. The people are rather 
indefinite as to the exact return that 
one date palm will produce but from 
many inquiries I have come to the 
conclusion that a tree will give about 
thirty francs worth of dates. Also I 
have come to this conclusion. One 
American engineer with capital and 
vision could increase the productive­
ness of the oasis by one hundred per 
cent. The irrigation methods are of 
the crudest kind. The pools are filled 
with mud through which the water 
fights its way, and the date palm is 
rather a neglected fellow.
There is an underground bath (or 
hamman) at Figuig where the in­
habitants bathe at certain hours, at 
least I am told that they do bathe. 
My own impression is that they do 
not bathe at all, but I am rather 
sceptical about some matters. And 
then there is a public washing place 
into which none but women enter. I 
stood outside the mud walls and heard 
the ladies inside beating the bur­
nouses with wooden clubs, and while 
I was standing there I thought over 
the proximity of the bathing pool, 
the washing pool and the drinking 
pool. I suggested to my guide that 
they were too close together, but he 
assured me that Allah looked after 
the matter and that no harm would 
come of it. Still, if I was a local 
resident I would have my drinking 
water brought in bottles from some 
other place.
If I can buy postage stamps 
(Moroccan postage stamps) I will 
post this letter in Figuig. If I can­
not I will mail it in Beni-Ounif where 
I am staying. Figuig has no accom­
modation whatsoever.
I wish I could transport Figuig to 
some point within easy riding distance 
of New York, Chicago, or San Fran­
cisco. The returns from sight-seers 
would be enormous. But then it 
wouldn’t remain Figuig. It would, 
like Biska, become a place where the 
gentle tourist is taken in and done 
for. Today it is real, natural and un­
spoiled. It is dirty, hot, and weird, but 
it is Figuig—not Coney Island.
With all good wishes, 
Sincerely yours,
James Francis Dwyer.
The latest recruit to the great and 
ever-growing army of people who 
relish a story against themselves is 
Sir Robert Baden-Powell, founder of 
the Boy Scouts. He and his wife, he 
told the members of the Federation 
of Rambling Clubs, were camping last 
summer on ground belonging to one 
of the “new rich.” Lady Baden- 
Powell tackled the land owner, and, 
putting on her sweetest and most en­
gaging smile, asked permission to 
erect their tent. After some hesitation, 
sanction was forthcoming. “But you 
must bring the general to see me,” in­
sisted the land owner. Her ladyship 
pointed out the general, who was busy 
unharnessing their horse. “That him?” 
exclaimed the land owner. “Good 
heavens! I thought he was tall, slim, 
and—well, handsome!”
Little Ikey—Fader, vot ish “untoldt 
vealth?”
Old Swindlebaum—Dot vich der tax 
assessor don’dt findt oudt apoudt, 
mein sohn.—Philadelphia.
“Are your chances good in the 
mixed doubles?”
“Very good. My most dangerous 
opponent is in love with my partner.” 
—Meggendorfer Blatter (Munich).
At Norwegian state balls the ladies 
who intend to dance wear white; 
those who do not expect to appear in 
black.
Page Sixteen As we grow wiser, we see our mistakes more clearly.
